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Sunday Services in May 2026

Askham | Bilbrough | Long Rufforth | Tockwith
Richard Marston
. 9.00am 8.30am 11.00am 11.00am
r
3 Holy Breakfast Holy Refresh
5th Communion | Praise Communion | Service
Sunday
of Easter
9.00am 10.00am 11.00am 11.00am
10th Holy Parish Worship Holy
6th Communion | Praise 5.00pm Holy Together Communion
Sunday Communion
of Easter
10.00am 10.00am 11.00am 11.00am
17th Pet blessing | Holy Pet blessing | All Age
7th service Communion | service Worship 6.00pm
Sunday BCP
of Easter Evensong

31 st
Trinity
Sunday

Parish Holy Communion
St. Mary’s Church, Askham Richard 10.00am
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Telephone:
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The PARISH OFFICE is open on: Mondays, Wednesdays and Thursdays (Timings differ;

The Parish Office, The Vicarage,
Rufforth, York, YO23 3QF
01904 738262
mmparishoffice@gmail.com

Laura Ghassempour

please email if you would like the timetable)

Readings

3 May 2026 There’s a place for you

Easter 5: 1 Peter 2.2-10; Psalm 31.1-5,15-16; Acts 7.55-60; John 14.1-
14

10 May 2026 Sharing your hope

Easter 6: 1 Peter 3.13-22; Psalm 66.8-20; Acts 17.22-31; John 14.15-21
17 May 2026 Support through suffering

Easter 7: 1 Peter 4.12-14; 5.6-11; Psalm 68.1-10,32-35; Acts 1.6-14;
John 17.1-11

24 May 2026 God’s qift

Pentecost: Acts 2.1-21; Psalm 104.24-34,35b; Numbers 11.24-30; 1
Corinthians 12.3b-13; John 20.19-23

31 May 2026 Sent: With you always

Trinity Sunday: Genesis 1.1-2.4a; Psalm 8; 2 Corinthians 13.11-

13; Matthew 28.16-20

All communications regarding PARISH & VILLAGE NEWS should be addressed to the
Editor at rbhenbury@gmail.com

Copy for the next edition of PARISH & VILLAGE NEWS June 2026 must be submitted
to your village representative by 12" May 2026.

It would be greatly appreciated if items could be typed and submitted as a
Word document by email to Rex Beach: rbhenbury@gmail.com

Whilst the VCCs of Rufforth, Long Marston, Askham Richard and Bilbrough are
pleased to include details of the services offered by the several advertisers included in
PARISH & VILLAGE NEWS, they are unable to accept any liability in respect thereof.
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Revd Martin writes...

Dear All

We have just had some very successful and
happy services over Holy Week and Easter
Sunday, and seen congregations swelled by
many folk who perhaps only come at Easter and
Christmas, as well as those who come when
there is no rugby, football, dance, ice hockey,
yes they even train for that on a Sunday morning,
and so on. There are lots of reasons why people don’t come week by
week or even month by month, and that doesn’t mean that they don’t
believe and are just coming out of habit or to be seen to be doing the
‘right’ thing, they are coming because there is a feeling within
themselves, which perhaps they can’t explain and don’t understand,
but which leaves the door open for Jesus Christ to play a part in their
life.

Years ago | was at a church committee meeting and we were
discussing how far people would travel if their village church closed,
and most said that they wouldn’t travel and that they would stop going
to church. | would be lost if | didn’t join in some form of regular worship,
and this has been the same over my whole life, but attending services,
and being in communion with others, is not always deemed important
by people; but if we don’t come together, it is difficult to strengthen our
faith. Our strength as a church comes from us regularly congregating.
And for this reason, it has been good to see that our regular
congregation numbers have increased slightly over the past years, and
the numbers of those joining our special services has also shown a
slight increase in numbers.

Many think that our numbers within the Parish are small and
insignificant, whereas, in reality, we ‘pull’ well above the size of our
communities, and when | chat with clergy colleagues locally | realise
how well these churches are doing. Yes, there are always headaches
with roofs, heating and paying our way, but when it comes down to who
and what we are primarily here for we are all succeeding. That’s not to
say we can sit back and relax in the success, but like a top athlete we
can for a moment sit back and enjoy the ‘victory’, celebrate our
achievement, before hitting the training ground again. Our work in
proclaiming the Gospel and being our Risen Lord’s presence here on
earth goes on but, hopefully, goes on with a spring in our step, just like
those lambs appearing in the fields around us at this time of year.

1



The disciples rarely had a spring in their step, rarely celebrated their
own faith let alone bringing others to faith. They come across as dour
old men going about their work for Jesus, a man whom they respected
and even loved, but a man they were not too sure about. When we
read the Passion Gospel, we hear Peter denying Jesus three times
before the cock crowed, his denying knowing Jesus could have easily
meant that, although yes, he did physically know him, he didn’t fully
know him and know what he was all about.

We all know lots of people but actually how many people do you truly
know all their thoughts, ideas, frailties and joys, | would say that it is
perhaps only two or three, if any at all. We think we know folk, we like
them and even love them for what we know, and it actually doesn’t
matter that we don’t fully know them, warts and all. The disciples knew
enough about Jesus to know that they wanted to be his friend, that they
wanted to share in his story, and that they wanted his story to never be
lost after his death and resurrection. But not one of them would be able
to say that they truly knew who and what he was, but that didn’t matter.
Their love for him was still strong enough to eventually have most of
them killed for their faith in him.

We are, and always will be, like those first disciples. We will always
have just enough love of Jesus to keep us following him, but there will
always be the times when we too, just like Peter did, say we don't
really know him, we haven’t got a ‘scooby doo’ about what he wants us
to do or say. But that doesn’t matter. As long as we can be like
‘Doubting’ Thomas, and continually ask questions of ourselves, of
scripture and of others, then we will be doing the will of God. The early
disciples and followers didn’t expect Jesus to die, but what they knew
about the life and teachings of Jesus kept them strong in their faith and
has enabled Christianity to be present 2,000 years later.

So, whether you are a daily church goer or a yearly church goer, you
are the building blocks on which Jesus’ church will continue to be built
upon for the generations to follow. Pontious Pilate perhaps believed in
who Jesus was, even Judas Iscariot came back to believe, the
Centurion at the cross believed, wherever our faith is, there is scope for
us all to be a part of our Risen Lord’s life.

Martin
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Baptisms

Olivia Emma Goldthorpe, 29" March in Long Marston

Kyra and Callie Blakely, 19" April in Rufforth

Weddings

Lee Penrose and Hannah Woosey, 24" April in Askham Richard

Funerals

Wendy Boyes, 17" April in Rufforth

Dates for your diary e

Each Tuesday of the month b

10 - 12pm Stay and Play Long Marston Church
1.30 - 3.30pm Long Marston Post Office and Pop-Up café
Each Thursday of the month Zoom Worship
ID 83407874445 Password 036829
The first Wednesday of the month Coffee morning Bilbrough 10.30-
12.30
The third Wednesday of the month Epiphany cafe Tockwith 2-3.30
Stay and Play Bilbrough 10-12
Parish Pray Meeting
Askham Richard Church Hall, usually last Monday of the month 9.30-
10.30am
Contact Karen Flood karenflood@doctors.org.uk

Baptism

Baptism is the start of an amazing journey of faith for yourself or your
child and a special day not only for your friends and family but also for
the church community, it is wonderful to think that others are wanting to
join the faith that means so much to us. There is no difference between a
christening and a baptism service, they are different words describing the
same thing, just like couples are ‘married’ during a ‘wedding’ service. You
can have your child baptized regardless of whether or not you, the
parents, are baptized, you may even consider being baptized with them if
you are not already. It is only the godparents who are required to be
baptized, (so the only time a parent would have to be baptized is if they
were also acting as a godparent). For more information on being baptized
please contact Rev'd Martin Otter (07842 106044,
martin@theottersholt.plus.com).
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Our services on Zoom are bringing people together from all of our villages,
and further afield.

These are on Thursdays at 11.00 am.
If you are not already doing so and would like to join us, you need to log
onto the Zoom website/app and use the ID 834 0787 4445 and password
036829.

Please consider, if you don’t already, giving to your church by Standing
Order to one of these Bank Accounts

e Parish Magazine account, NATA Parish News 09-01-54, 07643486
Askham Richard VCC, 09-01-51, 42355305

Bilbrough Parochial Church Council, 40-44-01, 11091476

Long Marston Parochial Church Council, 20-99-56, 50582239

All Saints Church Rufforth, 09-01-55, 16862081

Tockwith Parochial Church Council, 40-46-21, 71165933

or for the more general Mission and Ministry of the Parish.

e The Parish of Marston Moor, 30-98-97, 63309268

Pet Blessing Services

Save the date for one of our pet services in the Parish.
All animals and humans are welcome.

Sunday 17" May:
10am St Mary’s, Askham Richard
11am All Saints, Long Marston

Sunday 7" June:
10am St James’, Bilbrough
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Easter Services

Our Holy week began with Archbishop Stephen leading
us in our Parish Palm Sunday service at Long Marston
and ended with Rev’'d Martin leading us in the
celebratory Peruvian Gloria at one of the four Easter
Sunday services that took place across Marston Moor!
It was a joy to celebrate the good news of the Easter
Story - rejoicing in Jesus’ resurrection.

In Holy week we told again the story of Jesus’ entry
into Jerusalem, his final meal with the disciples,
crucifixion and resurrection. Our Maundy Thursday Service in TOCkWIth
reminded us, through the act of foot washing, of Jesus’ instruction to serve
one another. Good Friday morning in Bilbrough saw children and the
young at heart making Easter gardens, and
then an hour journeying with Jesus through
the beautiful artwork of the stations of the
cross. We ended Good Friday with an evening
. at the foot of the cross in Rufforth, where the
New Ainsty Choir led us through a service of
contemplative word, prayer and Taize chants.

It was great to see so many people join
us at each of the different services. A huge
thank you to everyone who contributed. To those who cleaned the
churches, prepared the grounds, created the beautiful flower displays,
rang bells and provided delicious refreshments and amazing music!
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MARSTON MOOR YORKSHIRE COUNTRYWOMEN'S

ASSOCIATION

Wednesday, 8" April
awo, On a beautiful spring day 13 of us met at the Sun Inn
4 in Long Marston for lunch. The Sun, which after a
long period of closure, reopened its doors last year
has become a focal meeting point in the village and
certainly on a Wednesday afternoon in April was
surprisingly busy. Fortunately, we had ordered prior to meeting up and
our meals were served with super efficiency. But ladies, did we really
need the sticky toffee puddings and chocolate fondants after generous
main courses? Who could resist!

5
X

DN
Oggy o

o\)
(3}
w
=
&
%,

4,

Yo o

Our next meeting, on Wednesday, 13" May at 2.00 pm, will be at the
Rufforth Institute when we will welcome Judy Lindsey who will be
talking about Christening Robes. | do hope she | bringing some
beautiful examples with her.

We meet on the second Wednesday of each month; new members are
always welcome so for further details please contact Sue Lewis on
01904 738658.

Every month a report appears in your parish magazine from Marston
Moor Probus Club describing the talks that members have enjoyed and
advertising the subject of the talk for the following month.

Have you ever wondered what the Probus Club is, what it’s like and
who can attend?

Probus is an amalgamation of the words professional and business.
The clubs are for retired or semi-retired professional and business people
They provide social opportunities and regular meetings featuring guest
speakers. Whilst Probus is a national organisation, every club is a local,
autonomous, non-political, and non-fundraising association.

Marston Moor Probus club meets at Long Marston Village Hall from 10
am on the last Tuesday of the month. There is on-site parking and step
free access. Guests and new members are very welcome. The first visit is
free then membership costs just £48.00 per person for the year.

Talks coming up are:

26" May:  The Thorp Arch Munitions Factory, Chris Barendt

30" June: Barnes Wallace, Professor Richard Morris

28" July:  Rievaulx Abbey; A Place in Time, Rev. Dr. Greg Hoyland

Why not come along and find out more?
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MARSTON MOOR PROBUS CLUB

Members enjoyed a virtual tour of Fountains Abbey and a
very engaging talk given by David Chellingworth, a
National Trust guide.

David opened his talk by briefly introducing himself
and then explained how the foundation of Fountains Abbey
began with a riot.

In 1132 Richard, the prior of St Mary’s Abbey in York at the time, led a
group of 13 monks in a dispute with the abbey. It appears that they were
demanding a return to a simpler, poorer life and advocated giving away
much of the abbey's money, as they believed the lives of monks at St
Mary’s Abbey didn’t reflect the rules of St Benedict. After what is referred
to as a 'riot' the 13 left York.

They left St Mary’s seeking seclusion to dedicate their lives to God.
The Archbishop of York gave them a site deep in the Skell valley to found
their new Abbey. It was remote, but it had access to natural resources,
including water, wood, stone and earth. Three years later the Abbey was
accepted into the Cistercian Order, which had been founded to return to a
more austere adherence to Benedictine principles.

Fountains Abbey rose to become the largest and richest abbey in the
north of England. The choir monks lived in the Abbey and followed the rule
of St Benedict, adopting a life of simplicity, solitude and austerity. The lay
brothers, who also lived in the Abbey, were not monks but provided labour
to ensure that it ran smoothly. This allowed the monks to spend their time
in prayer and worship. During the 400 years that the Abbey was a religious
site, its wealth and power grew, only to end abruptly in 1539 with the
Dissolution of the Monasteries under Henry VIII.

The Crown sold the Abbey buildings and 500 acres of land to a
merchant, Sir Richard Gresham (c.1485—1549) in 1540. He stripped the
Abbey of valuable materials, beginning the ruin of the religious
buildings. In around 1600 the next owner, Sir Stephen Proctor,
commissioned the building of a new house, Fountains Hall, on the site of
the Abbey stables, partly using material from the ruins of the Abbey.
Fountains Abbey became part of the Studley Royal estate in 1767.

Marston Moor Probus Club meets on the last Tuesday of the month
from 10 am at Long Marston Village Hall. New members and guests are
very welcome. Please contact Richard Myers on 07770 535261 for more
information.

The next meetings are May 26", The Thorp Arch Munitions Factory:
Chris Barendt and 30" June, Barnes Wallace: Professor Richard Morris




Donate here

SERVICES - All are very welcome at all our services

Details of Sunday services in the Parish can be found on the back
cover.

The Church Clock
NP St TN The church clock has been re-started and
although it is not certain that we have
¥ engineered a permanent solution it is certainly
¢ working at present. | would like to express my
~ thanks to those who have assisted me in this
project, particularly Len Stamper for his
invaluable advice.

= Alan Wrigley, churchwarden

Easter thanks

Thanks to all who contributed to our Good
Friday and Easter day services; to the Ainsty
choir for your beautiful singing and moving
presentation of the passion story, to Margaret
and Pauline for decorating the church and to
all who took part in the special Easter Sunday
service - the leaders, the helpers and the
congregation!




Rufforth News

Please send any items for inclusion in the
June 2026 edition of the Parish and Village
News in a word document to
himoulds1@gmail.com by May 12t

or through the letterbox at 3, Laburnum Close, Rufforth.
Helen Moulds

Quiz Night

Friday May 15" at7pm 2. - * 7 -
in Rufforth Institute QU lz

With fish and chip

supper - £15.00 per

person.

s YoOU've had all winter to

. prepare! And now it's time to
show off your knowledge.
You can come as a team
(usually 4) or on your own to
join a team. There will be a licensed bar
with CARD READER. Please contact
Martin if you would like to come.
martin@theottersholt.plus.com
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i) York Philharmonic

Male Voice Choir

An evening of
timeless choral
m u s i c All Saints’ Church, Wetherby Rd

Rufforth, York, YO23 3QF
2nd May 2026

Tickets £15 Doors open 6:30pm | Concert begins 7:00pm
(F Jer 16

www.yorkphilchoir.org.uk/event-details/a-concert-in-the-beautiful-all-saints-church-in-rufforth
Tickets also available on the door

We are delighted to announce that the York Philharmonic
Male Voice Choir will be coming to sing in All Saints, Rufforth
on Saturday May 2"? at 7pm.

This is a fantastic opportunity to hear the special sound of a male voice
choir.

Tickets are £15 per person, including a drink on arrival. Drinks will also
be sold during the interval. (£8 for under 16s or those in full time
education)

Tickets are available from the choir’s website
www.yorkphilchoir.org.uk/event-details/a-concert-in-the-beautiful-all-
saints-church-in-rufforth

If you are not able to order via the website or QR code, then please email
martin@theottersholt.plus.com or phone 07842 106044
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The outreach Post Office takes place in the village shop on two
mornings each week.

Please keep on using the Post Office to
keep it open!

Post Office opening hours:

Monday 9.30 — 12.30

Thursday 9.30 — 12.30

Rufforth Wi

What a great evening we all had at our April [I—I WI
meeting with Sue Clayden. Sue gave us an insight into B
her interest in Art and how it was not until her 40s that  INSPIRING WOMEN
she took the opportunity to follow her dream of become a full-time artist
and share her passion for portraiture using vibrant colours

Her first exhibition in 2015, ‘Down Right Marvellous’ depicted
children with Down’s Syndrome, including her own son. Other notable
projects: Heroes of York and York City FC Centenary Fan Celebrations
which is displayed at the LNER Community Stadium. We admired
some of her paintings she brought including, a new venture, pet
paintings. Sue continues to teach art from complete beginners to the
more experienced, taking classes all over York including Rufforth on a
Monday afternoon and monthly Sunday evenings. We then all had a
go drawing a face under Sue’s guidance — all great fun.

SN Our first gardening session for the year was held on

@ 18 April as we continue to tend the Millennium Garden.
If anyone in the village wishes to join us, you
would be most welcome.

Our next meeting will be on

Thursday 7 May, 7.15pm in the Institute
IDAS - Children and Family Domestic Abuse Services
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Lots goes on other than our monthly meetings. We have access to our
Federation events as well as zoom workshops/talks on the NFWI site
VIA.

It's our friendly Rufforth WI than we get great benefit from:

In April, eight ladies enjoyed coffee, scones and
chat at Miss Daisy’s, Sutton on Forest and four of us
enjoyed a small display of Fashions for the New Women
at Heslington Hall followed, of course, by coffee and
chat at 52 Broadway.

ﬁ% May sees us walking with Sarah of Yeltolasswalks, a 2.5
Z Monkgate Explorer walk as Sarah shares her knowledge of
local history along the way, incorporating a cuppa at Cavo, the Cocoa

Works café.

June, at the beginning of the month we are visiting a National
Garden Scheme open garden in Acaster Malbis opening to us for a
private viewing with refreshments included and towards the end of
June our annual trip sees us going by coach to Helmsley Wall Garden
for coffee and a look round before heading to Beadlam Farm Shop for
lunch.

We also meet up regularly at our sub groups: a monthly get
together for Crafts and Cake at Rufforth Coffee Stop (generally more
cake and chat than crafts!), our 2-monthly Book Club — in April we
chatted about our latest read, The Wind knows my Name (Isabel
Allende) and our Theatre group is going to Joseph Rowntree Theatre
to see Calendar Girls in May. Some are joining Poppies of Poppleton
WI who have invited us to a session of Tai Chi in April and Line
Dancing in May.

Does this interest you? If so, come along to our meeting in May
(no charge for the first one) and meet everyone, you would be made
most welcome.

Celia Galloway

Rufforth Playing Fields

This is a fantastic community facility, owned
by the village and managed by a small team
of volunteers. They are very keen for more
people to be involved. All are welcome to
attend committee meetings, put forward new
ideas, or maybe you can offer a specialist x
skill such as organising an event, fundraising or obtaining grants.

12



Alternatively, you could join the 200 club. For only £1 per month, you
have the chance to win £80 in the monthly draw.

The playing fields are used for tennis, cricket, junior and adult football,
with a lovely children’s play area and facilities for caravans.

It's great to see so many people walking their dogs around the
fﬁ@ Playing Fields, but PLEASE respect the area by always clearing
up after your dog and avoiding the sports pitches Please
9 ,& contact Wendy Farnell-Wrigley to contribute or find out more.

£33 :
wendyfarnell@hotmail.co.uk

RUFFORTH TENNIS CLUB

ESTABLISHED 1995

Junior Coaching
Spring/Summer 2026

Monday - 4-5pm LTA Green (9-11 yrs approx)
5-6pm LTA Juniors (10+ yrs)

Tuesday - 4-5pm LTA Orange (7-9 yrs approx)
5-6pm LTA Green (9-11 yrs approx)
6-7pm LTA Juniors (11+ yrs)

Wednesday - 4.15-5pm LTA Red (5-7 yrs approx)
5-6pm Orange (7-9 yrs approx)

The cost is £6 per lesson for members/£7 for non members.

For more information or to book a place please email
Kate Lewis at rufforthtennisclub@gmail.com
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* # RUFFORTH INSTITUTE &

b 0 SATURDAY 2 MAY 10av - 3em “
Free Entry

% Wheelchair accessible #
Low Sensory Time™ 10.30am - 1 lam
E “lights dimmed, music volume lowered. ! I

* Café
Delicious refreshments for sale! ,‘\
- 2 Join us for some cake! < ‘
Raffle & Tombola 7
All proceeds to All Saints’ Church, Rufforth.

% oy, Artisan Craft Stalls

Woodwork, Handmade Candles, S=ale

Jewellery, Photography,
Patisserie & Cakes,
Stationery & Cards, Gifts, and much more!

We are still seeking donations for the raffle and tombola, as well as
volunteers to help out.
o For more information on how to take part, please contact Paula q

& Sweeney via - Q
\$ email: ladvianehes@vahoo.co.uk #/

telephone: 07719 168004
TR R T~
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ST. MARY’S, ASKHAM RICHARD

Please see the back cover of magazine

for the timetable of services

To Donate to the work and upkeep of St.
Mary’s please use your smartphone to scan
the QR code alongside and follow the onscreen
instructions Thank you.

All are very welcome to our services at St. Mary’s, and information
about them, and all that we do in the parish can be found at
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/18850

50/50 Draw... __WIN WIN WIN!

The winners for April below...

April 5" — No draw - Easter Sunday
April 12" — Alison White

April 19" — Tom Kilvington

April 26" - Sarah Bowman

April’'s numbers were drawn by Ron Egan

All about the Corncrake...

As you step off the ferry on to the Scottish island of lona in spring you
can often hear the rasping call of the reclusive bird the corncrake which
in the summer resides around the village. it lives in the flag iris beds
which are abundant around the houses and as you walk to the
monastery on the island you can often hear three or four males calling.
Unfortunately they often call at night and also through many daylight
hours which can be annoying if you are trying to sleep.

In England they have become very scarce largely due to
unsympathetic farming practices especially cutting lush grass for silage
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which destroys nests and
kills young birds. Norfolk
is now their last
stronghold but there are
small numbers holding on
elsewhere.

Locally to us there are
very small numbers ie a
couple of pairs remaining
at Wheldrake Ings. In the
winter this flood plain
meadow is like an inland
sea but in spring as it
drains away the lush : -
grassland returns attracting a couple of pairs returning from Africa.

To augment these numbers there is currently a reintroduction
programme running which rears corncrakes in pens and releases them
locally in the Derwent valley to familiarise themselves with this
environment with the hope they will migrate successfully and return to
breed next spring.

Bring your crectures, great ond small, to the

Blessing of the

Ahiradls

A message to all animals large and small

Please come along to St. Mary's Church, Askham Richard
On Sunday 17™ May at 10am
You will be made very welcome
at a special service for you to be blessed, but you will need
to bring your human owners with youl!
We look forward to meeting you all
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Sunday Afternoon Teas...
Because of holidays last year, we
struggled to find enough people to cover f - &
all the weeks in July and August for the £
afternoon teas, so this year we have
decided to bring the teas forward and do
them in June and July instead.

We have done well, so far, for volunteers
to host the teas this year, but there are
still three weeks we need to cover Sunday 21t June — Sunday 28"
June and Sunday 5" July.

If you are free any of those dates and would be willing to host, please
contact Polly Metcalfe polly.metcalfe@theiceco.co.uk or Sue Elgie
sue.elgie1248@gmail.com or contact us on WhatsApp.

The afternoon teas are our main fundraising event of the year, and
we really do need the money they raise to help keep our lovely historic
church and the hall open. The church does belong to us all and even if
you don’t wish to attend services, it is open all the time for you to just
go in, get away from the madness of our world, and enjoy its peaceful
atmosphere. As it is now the only place in our village where we can
gather as a community either socially or for services, it would be tragic
if it closed and we could no longer Marry, Baptise or hold funerals for
those residents in our village.

Thank you very much to all those who have already volunteered for the
teas, your support is very much appreciated.
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Pentecost in Jerusalem...

On that long ago first morning of Pentecost, Jerusalem was crowded
with thousands of visitors, for it was one of the most popular feast-days
in the Jewish calendar — the Feast of First fruits, looking forward to the
wheat harvest.

In one small room of that great city, a small group of people who had
followed Jesus were praying. There was nothing else for them to do:
Jesus had died, He had risen, and He had ascended, promising to
send them ‘a Comforter’. They were left alone, to wait at Jerusalem.
And so, they waited — on Him, and for Him.

They were not disappointed, for that morning the Holy Spirit fell upon
that small room, and transformed those believers into the Church,
Christ’'s body here on earth. Pentecost was not the first time that the
Holy Spirit came to the world — throughout the Old Testament there are
stories telling of how God had guided people and given them strength.
But now His Spirit would use a new instrument: not just isolated
prophets, but the Church, His
body on earth.

Acts opens with the preaching
of the gospel in Jerusalem, the
centre of the Jewish nation.
Within 30 years the Gospel had
spread throughout the northern
Mediterranean: Syria, Turkey,
Greece, Malta... to the very
heart of the Roman Empire:
Rome. The Church was on the
move — God was on the move!
He was calling people from
every nation to repent, turn to
Jesus for forgiveness of their
sins, and to follow Him.
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BILBROUGH NEWS

All are very welcome to our services at St. James’, they and all
that we do in the parish can be found
at https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/18851/

Wonders of nature

A few sunny days and the world became a riot
of colour again; drab winter behind us, at last.
Enticed outdoors, we appreciate the beauty
which surrounds us, from man-made gardens
to wild woods. We are, as always, grateful to
Ang and Paul Green for allowing us entry to
their woods to appreciate the bluebells but
remember to keep to the path as we wander through these woodlands.
Shelducks have been spotted on Ingrish pond and cattle congregate on
the hill above them.

Disappointingly, we had to cancel the Safari Supper, which was
scheduled for 9" May, due to overstretching of the organising team and
insufficient ticket sales. We intend to hold it next year, even bigger and
better. Thank you to all who volunteered to host or support in other ways.

Easter at St James

The floral theme continues from
Mothering Sunday posies to
creating Easter gardens on Good
Friday and lilies sponsored in
memory of loved ones on Easter
Sunday. All our services were well
attended and enjoyed. Thank you
to Martin, Karen and Helen.
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Stripping the altar of its embroidered
coverings is performed before Easter in
many churches, including ours. The bare
altar in our church will remain uncovered
during the Easter period, until Pentecost at
the end of May. It is worth nipping into
church to admire it and appreciate the
history behind it. 4
In 1076 Archbishop Lanfranc declared that
all altars should be made of stone, carved
with five crosses to represent the five wounds of Christ. After the
Reformation in the 16" century, the Puritans substituted a wooden holy
table instead of stone ones in churches. Priests would direct the altar to
be incorporated into the floor area of the church, but with the top
(showing the five crosses) face down to protect them from being broken
up. This is probably why the stone mensa altar at Bilbrough was found
hidden in the floor of the Chancel and brought back into use in 1971,
with the five crosses on top and with the addition of stone platforms. The
wooden altar table is now at the West end of the church by the main
entrance.

Old World v New World

Bllbrough Wlne Club’s event at the end of March was well attended by
local residents and guests from further
afield, who compared Old World wines
(French and Italian) with New World wines
s il (from Argentina, New Zealand, South Africa
COUNTRY& *~, #l and California). Julia and Issy dressed up
- WESTERN W8l hilariously to represent each country. Chat
.| Fripay. JUNE 19%. 2026 il flowed along with the ample wine,
b il homemade bread, cheese, and much more.
With a quiz, a raffle and music to suit the
wines, the evening was highly enjoyable.
Dust off those cowboy boots, faded denims
and fringed waistcoats: the summer BBQ is
coming over the horizon, on a Friday for a
change. For further details, please email
johncdawsoni@gmail.com
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Village Hall Prize Draw

The first draw of 2026 took place at the Wine Club event and the
winners were:

£50 Brian & Zelma Bussell

£30 Beryl Quickmire

£30 Chris Gardner

£30 Julie Noble

£30 John Manners

Congratulations to all, the next draw will be in June.

Coffee mornings

With varied and lavish spreads of cakes, the village coffee mornings are
held from 10.30 till 12.30 on the first Wednesday of each month. These
social occasions remain popular, with volunteers taking turns running
them. If you feel able to support the Coffee Morning in any way, please
get in touch with:

Chris Gardner 07800505383 or Glynis Ashford 07989828113

Come and play

If you are at home with young children, why not toddle £
along to Bilbrough Village Hall on the third Wednesday &
of each month, 10 am — 12 noon. All pre-school children %
and their adults are very welcome to enjoy toys, games
and refreshments.

Dates for your diaries:

Pet blessing service on Sunday 7" June at 10.00

All creatures (great, small, furry, feathered or scaly) are welcomed to this
very informal service, along with well behaved humans. Leads, reins,
tanks or cages recommended for their own safety.

Let’s get quizzical
We are holding a fish and chip quiz night in the Village Hall on Saturday
5% September, more details to follow.

Apologies in advance for any facts which turn out to be fiction, all stories
were, at least in part, researched. Peigi Macdonald (835729)
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LONG MARSTON, HUTTON WANDESLEY and
ANGRAM

All are very welcome to our services at All Saints’, and they and
all that we do in the parish can be found
at https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/18858/

Long Marston past and present: Long Marston Village Hall and

Recreation Ground

Long Marston Village Hall and Recreation
Ground has served the community in a
variety of ways for a number of years.
Sports clubs, youth clubs, W.l. and Country
Women’s associations are some of the
activities that have been held in the village
hall.

Now Line Dancing, Table Tennis, a
Social Club, a Probus Club and outdoor gym are some of the activities
taking place in the hall.

Village Hall photos and files nos. 21 to 27 are available to view in
the North Transept during the months May and June.

Jackie Watts

Pet Blessing Service

Sunday 17t May
11am All Saints, Long Marston

e Ll

All animals and their human guardians are welcome.
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Churchyard chatterings

Daffodils are looking just a little sad now, and taking off the flowers
heads so that the bulbs will benefit next year is taking quite a bit of
time!! The wallflowers planted last year in the border have been
extremely successful and the white and purple violets, the celandines
and the daisies and primroses have been cheerful and abundant.

Thank you to the lady in Rufforth who has kindly donated an
incinerator so that we have been able to get rid of the old oil drum.
Inside, the church had lots of attention at the weekend — a great effort
by Kathy and Roger, Tori, Jackie and Martyn, Angela and Caroline and
a great backup from Chris and Richard who swept out the Tower steps
and scraped down and repainted three of the church walls. Well done
everyone, and a very big thank you, it all looks lovely.

Sue and Chris Lewis 01904738658

Nature notes: hedgehogs
Hedgehog Awareness
Week this year is May
3" to the 9" and the
BHPS (British
Hedgehog
Preservation Society)
is dedicated to helping
and protecting
hedgehogs.
Hedgehogs have been
seen around the villages since the end of March but are in steep
decline and so need all the help they can get.

Please try to protect them by creating wild spaces. Check for them
when you are strimming or mowing (many are injured and killed by the
machinery) and try not to use pesticides or chemicals. Make sure that
any nets or netting are raised or put away, as hedgehog spines
become easily entangled. Try to provide daily clean water to drink:
hedgehogs can swim a little, but if there’s no way to get out of a pond
or deep water they are likely to drown.

Reminder — if you find a sick, orphaned or injured hedgehog, you
can ring BHPS for advice and the telephone number of an independent
rehabilitator on 01584 890 801 or visit www.britishhedgehogs.org.uk
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Post Office and Pop-up Café
Every Tuesday, 1.30-3.30 pm
All the usual PO services are available.
The café continues to thrive, but new helpers
are always welcome. If you are able and would like
to give a little help, come and speak to us on a Tuesday, or ring
01904 737848 for more information.

Also, don’t forget Tony’s Fish Van =
He arrives outside Church between 2.45-
3.15 (if he’s a little late, pop in to the café for a ]
chat, a drink and a sweet treat). ; =

WHO IS THE HOLY SPIRIT?

The Spirit of What
_ happened when
Genesis 1:2 the Holy Spirit

came at Pentecost?
read

The
Acts 2:1-41

The Spirit of ~ oftheFiather: How many believers

A romansgs gy ST i
H_ DGCOMFORTERLTC
John 14:26 KEONPPEACEGOD
(4 I NUFAKIJDHIJRRF
The Spirit of NTNATLOVEOADH
_____ DLSI 1TOHOLYCDL
John 16:13 NEETEAI CPLEEG
ENLHNDEAEDESBL
The Spiri SELFCONTROLIJO

e Spirit of

***** SNOPEPTEACHER
JSRJOTRUTHTFSY
RSPIRITILUIUK
KPPROMI SERSHR

The Fruit of the Spirit I DWI NDDOVEW

Galatians 5:22-23

Look up the Bible verses and fill in the
missing words. Look for them in the
word search then look for these words below.

HOLY - SPIRIT - COUNSELLOR - COMFORTER
ADVOCATE « TEACHER - LORD - PROMISE
GLORY « GRACE - FAITH - DOVE - FIRE -« WIND

May26 © deborah noble + parishpump.co.uk:
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S nleriors

Local Solicitors for
Wills - Powers of Attorney
Grants of Probate
Estate Administration
Appointments available online and
outside of normal office hours...
Home visits in York and surrounding
villages available at no extra charge...
Fixed fees confirmed at the outset for
added peace of mind...
All work fully regulated and
insured...
Helping you reach peace of mind
with life legal planning.
E: karen.thompson@nexa.law

T: 03300 24 24 20 ext. 204
M: 077202 11999www.nexa.law

Dry Seasoned Firewood in Bulk or Nets for Stoves and Open
Fires (moisture tested)
Kiln dried logs also available
Kindling
Wood Briquettes (wood shavings hydraulically compressed
for use on Open Fires, Stoves & Chimineas)
Trade/Retail/Domestic/Pubs/Hotels/[Farm Shops/Garden
Centres/ Pet Stores etc. (Bulk or small orders)
Delivered direct to you
Reliable Friendly Service
Competitive Prices
Contact Guy Pears on 01937 830700 / 07931 566811
Email: acgwoodfuels@gmail.com www.acgwoodfuels.co.uk
www.facebook.com/acgwoodfuelsuk
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// ISHART

ESTATE HAGENTS

Introducing your local. award winning. estate agency team
Find out more about us at
www.wishartestateagents.co.uk

York: 01904 404558 Tadcaster: 01937 534474

= " w( 3 B //,’
T /
o 7 or evert (/ & wnigune, So & evert /,(/1
N / 7 / ’ g ‘ ’ > /
N
Fully qualified female funeral director, undertaker and emba
An independent, family-run business serving York and surrounding

communities licenced by the British Institute of Funeral Directors.

. > . . it e
Offering a caring and professional service for families at \

their time of need. h—’; \

e Traditional, modemn and bespoke funerals \.
e Direct cremations \ ‘ -Q{lge,’z, -
o Private chapels of rest ;\“g FUNERAL DIRECTOR™,
e  Warm and welcoming family rooms \

\ 0
: - {1 a4
e Funeral plans available
e 5* reviews on Funeral Guide 2
\

. &

. . 1 independent ,'\ 3 ~
) > Funeral Standards -
@ @ ‘{_\} 3¢ ecclesiastical (R Sexisiz P

f 24hr telephone: reception@hayleyowenfd.uk 169-171 Boroughbridj

01904 792525 www.yorkfunerals.uk York YO26 6AN

26



‘/ﬁi TO ADVERTISE HERE PLEASE CONTACT

£ sue Elgie 07891 827147 Or Rex Beach 01904 739991
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K M LEDGEWAY PETER THOMPSON
Monumental Mason g/ vorx
APPRENTICE TRAINED
40 YEARS EXPERIENCE ,

Handmade furniture
New Memorials Z
Additional Inscriptions :Maﬁlng your ﬁpuse a home
Renovations and Cleaning Green Park Business Centre
Free estimates and Home Visits Sutton on Forest York YO61
25 St Nicholas Road, Copmanthorpe, 1ET
York, Y023 3UX Tel: (01904) 707618 Tel: 01347 810888
www.kmledgeway.co.uk Email: sales@ptoy.co.uk

www.peterthompsonofyork.co.uk

H. C. TOWNSEND & SON

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Incorporating BACKHOUSE of Hunsingore
Family Owned and Run Business Established 1927
Funeral Director David Townsend
* Dignified and Caring Service
* Private Chapel of Rest
* Personal Attention Day or Night
* Pre-funeral arrangements Tailored to your needs
* Free Advice and Quotations
DIRECT CREMATIONS £ 1,380

Tel: 01423 871110 /359190
Web: www.hctownsend.co.uk
E-mail: hctownsend@aol.com
ALSO Back Lane, BOROUGHBRIDGE. YO51 9AT By appointment
Oakfield House, Tofts Lane, Follifoot, Harrogate. HG3 1DY
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A personal
and dignified
family business

FUNIERAL DIRECTORS

o Private Chapels of Rest o Family Owned and Run
* 24 howr service, 365 days a your

o Payment plars avallable

48-50 Clarence Street, York YOI 7EW.

Phone: 01904 654440

enquiries@ighelderandson co vk
www jghelderandson co vk

(,olnm()wvn't
-

G FIELDER & SON

Funeral Directors
Private Chapel of Rest
Family owned and run.

24-hour service 365 days a year

48/50 Clarence Street York
Phone 01904 654460
enquiries@jgfielderandson.co.uk
www.jgfielderandson.co.uk

G.E. HARTLEY & SON

Private Chapels Of Rest ~ 24 Hour On-Call Service
Monumental Masonry ~ Pre-paid Funeral Plans

WETHERBY GARFORTH
66 Westgate 62a Main Street
4 LS22 6NJ LS25 1AA
‘. 01937 588888 0113 286 2980 @
Painter and Decorator {:(?3
Free estimates, Friendly Advice, Ny
, Reasonable Rates TO ADVERTISE HERE PLEASE
Richard Driscoll CONTACT
Rex Beach 01904-739991
Tel: 01904 264488 ex Beac or
Mob: 07961 052679 .
E: richarddriscollrichard@aol.com Sue Elgie 07891 827147

28



mailto:enquiries@jgfielderandson.co.uk

